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1 INTRODUCTION 

Retraction is a public instrument used to record issues in a published document (Partial 

Retraction) or to communicate its cancellation (Full Retraction), and it is an integral part of the 

scientific communication system. 

 

2 PROCEDURES FOR REGISTERING AND PUBLISHING A RETRACTION 

The procedure for registering a retraction of a document published by SciELO begins after a 

formal email is received from the editor-in-chief of the journal that approved the publication of 

the document, sent to <publicacao@scielo.org>. The communication must include the 

retraction text explaining the reasons why the document will be retracted. 

Once SciELO confirms the need to publish the retraction, it must be published in the current 

volume/issue of the journal. 

The retracted document will not be removed from the journal in which it was originally 

published. 

In the XML version and on the document's page on the website, in cases of full retraction, only 

the retraction text with the justification provided by the editor and the basic metadata of the 

document (such as title, author, affiliation, and abstract) will be displayed. In cases of partial 

retraction, only the portion identified as problematic will be removed. 

In both cases, the original PDF is preserved, but with the retraction text placed before the 

original full text and watermarks added to indicate that the document has been retracted. 

The creation and delivery of the retraction along with the retracted document (called the 

“Retraction Package”) must be carried out by the XML service provider contracted by the 

journal. This process must be handled by the journal itself (see more information in the section 

DELIVERY AND PUBLICATION OF THE “RETRACTION PACKAGE”). 

 

3 TYPES OF RETRACTION 

As mentioned above, there are two types of retraction: 

1. Full Retraction: Cancels the entire content of the published document 

2. Partial Retraction: Cancels a portion of the content of the published document 

 

4 TEXT OF THE FULL OR PARTIAL RETRACTION 

The retraction text must clearly explain why the document is being retracted. The wording is 

defined by the journal's editorial team; however, the text must include the complete 

bibliographic citation of the retracted document, following the journal’s bibliographic style.  

Examples of text: 
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Full Retraction 

Example 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Example 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Editorial Team of the journal <journal title>, formally announces the publication of a 

Retraction to remove the document: 

<complete bibliographic citation of the document, following the journal’s bibliographic 

style>  

After it was confirmed that artificial intelligence had been used to generate non-existent 

references, which were used to support the article’s argumentation. 

<name of the editor-in-chief> 

Editor-in-Chief 

 

The Editorial Board of the journal X <journal title>, has decided, after analysis, to retract 

the following work:  

<complete bibliographic citation of the document, following the journal’s bibliographic 

style>  

It is a copy (except for minor sections) of another article previously published in the journal 

Z: <reference of the document previously published in another journal> 

Editorial Board of the journal <journal title> 

 

The Editorial Board of the journal X <journal title> formally announces the retraction of 

the manuscript: 

<complete bibliographic citation of the document, following the journal’s bibliographic 

style>  

As it is a duplicated version of a manuscript previously published in the earlier issue of 

journal X <journal title> 

<complete bibliographic citation of the document, following the journal’s bibliographic 

style>  

Editorial Board of the journal <journal title> 
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Partial Retraction 

Example 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 PDF OF THE FULL OR PARTIAL RETRACTION 

The layout of the retraction must be treated by the journal’s editorial team like any other 

scientific document, even if it is not peer-reviewed, and must include (Figures 1 and 2): 

1. A unique DOI number for the retraction (different from the DOI of the retracted document); 

2. Retraction section (according to the language of the retraction text); 

3. Retraction title plus the title of the retracted document (according to the language of the 

retraction text); 

4. Retraction text with the full bibliographic citation of the retracted document; 

5. Bibliographic citation of the retraction:  

a. Journal title;  

b. Volume and/or issue (always in the current volume and/or issue);  

c. Year of publication (always in the current year); 

d. Pagination or elocation-id of the retraction;  

6. Name of the editor-in-chief and/or editorial board responsible for approving the 

retraction (Signature must not be included for security reasons); 

7. Creative Commons (CC) license (same license adopted by the journal). 

 

The Editorial Board of the journal <journal title> has decided, after analysis, to retract 

figures 1 and 2 from the following original article: 

<complete bibliographic citation of the document, following the journal’s bibliographic 

style>  

This was done at the request of the patients portrayed. 

We regret any misunderstanding caused to our readers. 

Editorial Board of the journal <journal title> 

 

The Editorial Board of the journal <journal title> formally announces the publication of a 

Partial Retraction of the article: 

<complete bibliographic citation of the document, following the journal’s bibliographic 

style>  

After it was confirmed that figure 5 had been plagiarized. 

 

<name of the editor-in-chief> 

Editor-in-Chief 
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Figure 1: Example PDF of a Full Retraction 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Example PDF of a Partial Retraction 
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6 PDF OF THE RETRACTED DOCUMENT  

The retracted document must have four additional elements in the PDF:  

 

1. Addition of a retraction sheet as the first page of the document (figures 3 and 5);  

2. Modification of the document title by adding the [TERM] “retraction” in uppercase, 

always in the language of the document text. The following terms are recommended 

(figures 3 and 5):   

a. Portuguese:  

i. [ARTIGO RETRATADO] 

ii. [ARTIGO PARCIALMENTE RETRATADO] 

b. English:  

i. [RETRACTED ARTICLE] 

ii. [PARTIALLY RETRACTED ARTICLE] 

c. Spanish:  

i. [ARTÍCULO RETRACTADO] 

ii. [ARTÍCULO PARCIALMENTE RETRACTADO] 

3. Addition of the retraction approval date in the document’s history dates (figures 3 and 

5); 

4. Diagonal watermark across all content for Full Retraction (Figure 4), or a black overlay 

over affected parts for Partial Retraction (figures 6 and 7). 
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6.1 Full Retraction PDF 

Figure 3: Addition of retraction sheet in the retracted document + updated title text + history 

date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the subsequent pages, a diagonal watermark must be applied across each page, as shown in 

figure 4.  
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retraction as the first 
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document 
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document 
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retraction approval 
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document’s history 

section 
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Figure 4: Diagonal watermark in full retraction PDF 
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6.2 Partial Retraction PDF 

Figure 5: Addition of retraction sheet in the partially retracted document + updated title text + 

history date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In partial retraction cases, such as image issues due to lack of patient consent, tables or graphs 

without permission from the original institution, or portions of text inserted without 

authorization, which do not justify removal of the entire document—a black overlay should be 

applied to the affected part with a label such as “Retracted Figure”, “Retracted Table”, etc. See 

figures 6 and 7:  
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partial retraction as 
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document 
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[TERM] in the title of 

the partially retracted 

document 
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partial retraction 
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section 
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7 XML 

 

For the XML tagging of both the retraction and the retracted document, refer to Guide for the 

use of XML elements and attributes in documents following the SciELO Publishing Schema 

implementation and other relevant publishing information, sections: 

• Retraction 

o XML for Full and Partial Retraction 

o XML of the Fully Retracted Document 

o XML of the Partially Retracted Document 

 

8 PAGE OF THE DOCUMENTS ON THE WEBSITE 

Both the retraction and the retracted document will display clickable yellow boxes in the header 

of each document’s page on the website (figures 8 and 9). 

 

Figure 6: Example of a retracted figure 

 

Figure 7: Example of retracted text/paragraph 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10K84J9kBhs4IAOhST4bJv_vL2r65FFeUXy8reVSAsUY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.h22wmz57rjs4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10K84J9kBhs4IAOhST4bJv_vL2r65FFeUXy8reVSAsUY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.h22wmz57rjs4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10K84J9kBhs4IAOhST4bJv_vL2r65FFeUXy8reVSAsUY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.h22wmz57rjs4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10K84J9kBhs4IAOhST4bJv_vL2r65FFeUXy8reVSAsUY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.og8ya316v24c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10K84J9kBhs4IAOhST4bJv_vL2r65FFeUXy8reVSAsUY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.3v5lt530r2ir
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10K84J9kBhs4IAOhST4bJv_vL2r65FFeUXy8reVSAsUY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.2z9sfnlcw03i
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10K84J9kBhs4IAOhST4bJv_vL2r65FFeUXy8reVSAsUY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.5ckgpcvsf5jv
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Figure 8: Example of the retraction page 

 

Figure 9: Example of the retracted document page  

 

9 DELIVERY AND PUBLICATION OF THE “RETRACTION PACKAGE” 

The creation and delivery of the retraction together with the retracted document (referred to 

as the “Retraction Package”) must be carried out by the XML service provider contracted by the 

journal. This process must be conducted by the journal itself, and the retraction package must 

include: 

1. XML of the retraction + images, if any 

2. DF of the retraction  

3. XML of the retracted document + images, if any 

4. PDF of the retracted document 

The retraction must be published in the current volume/issue of the journal. Retractions are not 

published in past volumes/issues. 

The file name of the retracted document already published on SciELO must remain the same as 

previously submitted. 

The delivery of the retraction package must follow the rules in the Package Delivery Guide for 

Publication (Portuguese Only), and the retraction must be included in a continuous publication 

(CP) batch or a regular publication issue (in this case, the retraction must be included in the table 

of contents). 

The retraction must be published in all languages in which the retracted document exists. 

For any questions, please contact the SciELO team via email: <publicacao@scielo.org>. 
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