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1 INTRODUCTION

An Expression of Concern is a document published by the editor with the purpose of alerting
readers to doubts or concerns about the content of a published document. This measure is
adopted when there is significant concern, but not yet sufficient information to justify a
retraction (total or partial) or correction (erratum). In general, an Expression of Concern is used
while awaiting the conclusion of an institutional investigation or other inquiries that may
confirm or dismiss the raised suspicions.

The publication of the Expression of Concern may be recommended by editors, editorial board
members, authors, institutions, or other stakeholders whenever there are reasonable
indications of misconduct, serious error, or any situation that compromises the integrity of the
published document. Its main objective is to safeguard transparency in the editorial process,
preserving trust in the scientific literature while the situation is properly analyzed.

2 PROCEDURES FOR REGISTERING AND PUBLISHING AN EXPRESSION OF CONCERN

The process of publishing an Expression of Concern in SciELO must begin with the journal editor
sending an email communication, informing about the need to publish this type of document in
relation to already published content.

The communication must be addressed to the SciELO Ethics Committee, via the email
<etica@scielo.org>, and must include the following information: link to the document in SciELO,
journal name, volume, issue, document title, DOl number, and a detailed description of the
identified problem.

In addition to the email, the communication may also be submitted through the Misconduct
Report Form in Scientific Communication. The submission may be identified or may be made
anonymously.

The SciELO Ethics Committee will review the request and decide on the pertinence of publishing
the Expression of Concern.

Once the need for publication has been confirmed, the Expression of Concern must be included
in the current issue and/or volume of the journal. Expressions of Concern must not be published
in retroactive volumes or issues.

The creation and delivery of the Expression of Concern, together with the related document
(referred to as the “Expression of Concern Package”), must be carried out by the XML service
provider contracted by the journal. This process is the responsibility of the journal itself. (For
more details, see the section DELIVERY AND PUBLICATION OF THE “EXPRESSION OF CONCERN
PACKAGE.”)
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3 EDITORIAL FLOW OF AN EXPRESSION OF CONCERN

A. Publication of the Expression of Concern
a. Purpose: To alert readers about significant doubts regarding the content of a
published article.
b. Characteristics:
i. Published with its own DOL.
ii. Remains visible and linked to the original article.
iii. Itis not a definitive retraction or correction (erratum).
B. Institutional Investigation
a. Purpose: To assess the suspicions or doubts raised in the Expression of
Concern.
b. Responsible party: The institution(s) involved in the study or publication.
C. Results of the Investigation
a. If suspicions are confirmed:
i. Aretraction or erratum is published, depending on the severity of the
problem identified.
b. If suspicions are dismissed:
i. An exoneration note is published, clarifying that the investigation
found no evidence to support the concerns raised.
ii. Published with its own DOI.
iii. Remains visible and linked to the original article.
iv. Declares that no evidence was found to support the concerns raised.
D. Ensuring Transparency
a. All documents (Expression of Concern, Retraction, Erratum, Exoneration Note)
remain published and linked to the original article.
b. This ensures transparency of the editorial process and traceability of the
decisions made.

4 TEXT OF THE EXPRESSION OF CONCERN

The Expression of Concern must be written clearly and objectively. Offensive language must not
be used, and the content must be free of defamatory or accusatory statements. It must
transparently communicate the following points:

e Thereason for the concern, describing the indications of possible failure, inconsistency,
dishonesty, or any issue that may affect the reliability of the document.

e The issuer of the Expression of Concern, identifying the editor-in-chief, editorial board,
or responsible team.

e The document in question, with full citation according to the journal’s bibliographic
style.

e The provisional nature of the Expression of Concern, stating that it is a precautionary
measure while awaiting the results of an institutional investigation or other inquiries.

e The request for a formal investigation and information that any conclusions will be
communicated to readers.
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Examples of text:

Example 1

The Editorial Team of the journal issues this Expression of Concern regarding
the article:

After inconsistencies were identified in the data of Figure 3 and it was not possible to verify
the original submitted version.

This Expression of Concern is provisional and will be updated once the institutional
investigation of the presented data is concluded.

Editor-in-chief

Example 2

The Editorial Board of the journal communicates the publication of this
Expression of Concern regarding the article:

There are indications of possible unauthorized use of images or unacknowledged sources.
We have requested that the authors’ institution conduct a formal investigation.

This is a precautionary measure while awaiting the institution’s response.
Editorial Board of
Example 3

The editor-in-chief of the journal publishes this Expression of Concern
regarding:

We have detected possible irregularities in the ethical approval protocol, still without
complete documentary verification.

This notice will be revised as soon as the audit results are made available by the

responsible institution.

Editor-in-chief
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5 PDF OF THE EXPRESSION OF CONCERN

The layout of the Expression of Concern must be treated by the journal’s editorial team as any
other scientific document, even if it has not undergone peer review, and must contain (Figure

1)

1. A DOI number specific to the Expression of Concern (different from the DOI of the document

subjec

t to the concern);

2. Section for the Expression of Concern (respecting the language of the Expression of Concern text);

3. Title of the Expression of Concern plus the title of the document subject to the concern
(respecting the language of the retraction text);

4. Text of the Expression of Concern with the full citation of the document subject to the
concern;

5. Bibliographic citation of the Expression of Concern:

a.

b.
c.
d

Journal title;

Volume and/or issue (always in the current volume and/or issue of publication);
Year of publication (always the current publication year);

Pagination or e-location ID of the Expression of Concern;

6. Name of the editor-in-chief and/or journal editorial team responsible for approving the
Expression of Concern (do not include signature for security reasons);

7. Creat

Bibliographic citation
of the Expression of

ive Commons (CC) license (the same adopted by the journal).

Figure 1: Example of an Expression of Concern PDF

Section of the Expression

of Concern

Revista SciELO (2025) v45: 32456 MAN|FESTACI\0 DE PREOCUPACAO

Concern Slf] E J() 10.1500/123456789100

Title: Expression of
Concern + Title|of the
document mentioned in
the concern

CC License
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MANIFESTACAO DE PREOCUPACAO: Proin maximus, urna
vehicula blandit dapibus, felis nisi venenatis risus, quis
vestibulum libero mi fermentum augue

A Equipe Editorial da Revista SciELO emite esta Manifesta¢do de Preocupacdo sobre o
artigo:

SILVA, Maria et al. Proin maximus, urna vehicula blandit dapibus, felis nisi venenatis
risus, quis vestibulum libero mi fermentum augue. Rev. SciELO. 2023, v43: e32002.
http://doi.org/10.1590/1015901015901. <4+—

Ap0s terem sido identificadas inconsisténcias nos dados da Figura 3 e ndo ter sido
possivel verificar a versdo original submetida.

Esta manifestagdo é provisdria e sera atualizada apds conclusdo de investigacdo
institucional sobre os dados apresentados.

Responsible for the approval of the Expression
of Concern

Prof. Dr. Rodrigo Magalhdes <———

Editor-chefe

25]

/

Text|of the Expression
of Concern with full
citation of the
document mentioned



6 PDF OF THE DOCUMENT SUBJECT TO THE EXPRESSION OF CONCERN

The document subject to the Expression of Concern must include the two elements below in its
PDF file. The journal’s editorial team has the freedom to decide where to insert them (Figure 2).

1. Approval date of the Expression of Concern in the document’s history dates.

2. Textindicating that the document has an Expression of Concern with the DOI link of the
Expression of Concern. As a suggestion, we recommend the following text:
i. Portuguese:
a. Este documento possui uma manifestacdo de preocupacao: [DOI link of the
Expression of Concern]
i. English:
a. This document has an expression of concern: [DOI link of the Expression of
Concern]
i. Spanish:
a. Este documento tiene una expresiéon de preocupacién: [DOI link of the
Expression of Concern]

To create the DOI link of the Expression of Concern (prior to publication), simply insert the DOI
that will be assigned, preceded by https://doi.org/.

For more information, consult Display guidelines for Crossref DOIs, item How to display a
Crossref link and Guidance for creating a DOI (Portuguese only).

Figure 2: Addition of text with Expression of Concern link + history date in the PDF of the
document subject to the Expression of Concern

Revista SciELO (2023) v43: e32002 Text indicating that the
\‘(.'i' IJ [) http://doi.org/10.1590/1015901015901
4

: . " u , document has an
[Este documento possui uma manifestagdo de preocupacdo: http://doi.org/10.1590/123456789100] €¢——

Expression of Concern
with the DOI link of the
ARTIGO Expression of Concern

Proin maximus, urna vehicula blandit dapibus, felis nisi
venenatis risus, quis vestibulum libero mi fermentum
augue.

Maria Silva!, Rogério Amaro?, Paula Duarte?, Carolina Dias*

lUniversidade Paulista Regional (UPR), Sdo Paulo, SP, Brasil. Addition in the

document’s history
dates: approval date
Recebido: 04/01/2023 Aceito: 23/03/2023 Manifestagdo de Preocupagdo: 12/09/2025 —Gfthe Expression of

Concern
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7 TEXT OF THE EXONERATION NOTE

The Exoneration Note must be written clearly and objectively, and free of defamatory or
accusatory content. Its purpose is to inform readers, in a transparent manner, that an
investigation has been concluded and that no evidence was found compromising the integrity
or reliability of the previously questioned document.

The Exoneration Note must communicate, at a minimum, the following points:

The initial reason that led to the Expression of Concern or questioning, in a summarized
form and without accusatory language.

The conclusion of the investigation, stating that no failures, misconduct, or improper
practices compromising the content were identified.

The issuer of the note, identifying the editor-in-chief, editorial board, or responsible
team.

The document in question, with full citation according to the journal’s bibliographic
style.

An explicit statement that the note formally closes the process initiated by the
Expression of Concern or prior questioning.

Note: The term “Exoneration Note” is used in this guide for its clarity in Portuguese. In different
editorial contexts, this type of communication following an Expression of Concern may also be
referred to as “Editor’s Note” or other equivalent terms. In the international context, there is no
single consolidated standard; expressions such as Editorial Expression or Expression of Concern
resolution may be employed depending on the publication’s practice.

Examples of text:

Example 1

The Editorial Board of the journal informs that the investigation conducted
in relation to the following article:

concluded that no failures, misconduct, or improper practices compromising the published
content were identified.

With this Exoneration Note, the journal formally closes the process initiated by the
previously published Expression of Concern.

Editorial Board of the journal
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Example 2

The Editorial Team of the journal declares that, after the institutional
investigation regarding the article:

No evidence was found affecting the reliability or integrity of the study.

This Exoneration Note supersedes any doubts previously recorded through the Expression
of Concern.

Editor-in-chief

8 PDF OF THE EXONERATION NOTE

The layout of the Exoneration Note must follow the same standards as any other scientific
document published by the journal, even if it is not subject to peer review. The PDF must contain
(Figure 3):

1. A DOI number specific to the Exoneration Note (different from the DOI of the mentioned
document).
2. Section of the Exoneration Note (respecting the language of the note text).
a. For more details on the use of the term “Exoneration Note,” see the note in
Section 7.
3. Title of the Exoneration Note plus the title of the mentioned document (respecting the
language of the note text).
4. Text of the Exoneration Note with the full citation of the mentioned document.
5. Bibliographic citation of the Exoneration Note:
a. Journal title;
b. Volume and/or issue (always in the current volume and/or issue of publication);
c. Year of publication (always the current publication year);
d. Pagination or e-location ID of the Exoneration Note;
6. Name of the editor-in-chief and/or editorial team of the journal responsible for approval
(do not include signature for security reasons);
7. Creative Commons (CC) license adopted by the journal.
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Bibliographic citation

of the Exoneration
Note

Title: Exoneration Note

Title of the document
mentioned in the note

CC License

Figure 3: Example of an Exoneration Note PDF
Section of the

. Exoneration Note
Revista SciELO (2025) v45: e32555 NOTA DE EXONERACAO 4/

Sel AL 10.15901123456789137

+ —»>NOTA DE EXONERAGAO: Proin maximus, urna vehicula blandit

dapibus, felis nisi venenatis risus, quis vestibulum libero mi
fermentum augue

0O Conselho Editorial da Revista SciELO informa que a investigacdo conduzida em relacdo

ao seguinte artigo: .
Text of the note with

SILVA, Maria et al. Proin maximus, urna vehicula blandit dapibus, felis nisi venenatis the full citation of the
risus, quis vestibulum libero mi fermentum augue. Rev. SciELO. 2023, v43: e32002.

; mentioned document
http://doi.org/10.1590/1015901015901.

concluiu que ndo foram identificadas falhas, mas condutas ou praticas inadequadas que
comprometam o contetdo publicado.

Com esta nota de exoneracdo, o periddico encerra formalmente o processo iniciado pela
manifestacdo de preocupacdo publicada anteriormente.

Conselho Editorial

; ) <4— Responsdvel pela aprovacdo da nota de exoneragao
Revista SciELO

9 PDF OF THE DOCUMENT MENTIONED BY THE DISCLAIMER

The document that received a disclaimer must include, at a minimum, the two elements below
in its PDF file. The editorial team has the freedom to decide where to insert them (Figure 4). It
is important to emphasize that the previously included data regarding the expression of concern
remain in the document, and the disclaimer data are added. One should not replace the other:

1. Approval date of the disclaimer in the document’s history dates.

2. Text indicating that the document has a disclaimer, with the DOI link of the disclaimer.

Suggested text (For more details on the use of the term “Disclaimer,” see Note in Section

Portuguese:
i. Este documento possui uma nota de exoneragao: [DOI link of the
disclaimer]
b. English:
i. This document has a disclaimer: [DOI link of the disclaimer]
Spanish:
i. Este documento tiene una nota de exoneracion: [DOI link of the
disclaimer]

10
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To create the DOI link for the disclaimer (before publication), simply insert the DOI that will be
assigned, preceded by https://doi.org/.

For more information, consult Display guidelines for Crossref DOIs, item How to display a
Crossref link and Guidance for creating a DOI (Portuguese only).

Figure 4: Addition of text with disclaimer link + history date in the PDF of the document that
received a disclaimer

Revista SciELO (2023) v43: 32002
Sel A0 http://doi.org/10.1590/1015901015901 Text indicating that the
-4 [Este documento possui uma manifestacio de preocupagdo: hitp://doi.org/10.1590/123456783100] .
[Este documento possui uma nota de exoneracdo: http://doi.org/10.1550/123456785137] @¢—— dOCU ment recelved a
disclaimer with DOI link.

ARTIGO

Proin maximus, urna vehicula blandit dapibus, felis nisi
venenatis risus, quis vestibulum libero mi fermentum
augue.

Maria Silval, Rogério Amaro?, Paula Duarte?, Carolina Dias®

lUniversidade Paulista Regional (UPR), S3o Paulo, SP, Brasil.

Addition to the

Recebido: 04/01/2023, Aceito: 23/03/2023 document’s history

Manifestagio de Preocupagio: 12/09/2025, Nota de Exoneragdo: 03/11/2025 < dates: the approval
date of the
disclaimer.

10 TEXT AND PDF OF ERRATUM, RETRACTION, AND DOCUMENT MENTIONED BY THEM

If the suspicions raised by the expression of concern are confirmed, a Retraction or Erratum
must be published depending on the severity of the identified issue. The complete guides for
publishing these documents must be consulted:

e Guide for the Publication of Erratum

e Guide for the Publication of Retraction

11 XML

For XML tagging of the expression of concern, disclaimer, and the document mentioned by
both Guide for the use of XML elements and attributes in documents following the SciELO
Publishing Schema implementation and other relevant publishing information, sections:

e Expression of Concern

o Expression of Concern XML

o XML of the Document Mentioned by Expression of Concern
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12 DELIVERY AND PUBLICATION OF THE “EXPRESSION OF CONCERN PACKAGE”

The creation and delivery of the expression of concern, together with the document related to
it (called the “Expression of Concern Package”), must be carried out by the XML service provider
contracted by the journal. This process must be performed by the journal itself, and the package
must include (the same rules below apply to the delivery of the “Disclaimer Package”):

XML of the Expression of Concern + images, if any;

PDF of the Expression of Concern;

XML of the document mentioned by the expression of concern + images, if any;
PDF of the document mentioned by the expression of concern.

PWNPE

The expression of concern must be published in the current volume/issue of the journal; they
are not published in past volumes/issues.

The file name of the document mentioned by the expression of concern that is already published
in SCiELO must be the same as the previously submitted file.

The delivery of the Expression of Concern Package must follow the rules of the e Package
Delivery Guide for Publication (Portuguese Only), and the expression of concern must be
included in a continuous publication (CP) batch or in a regular issue (in this case, the expression
of concern must be included in the table of contents).

The expression of concern must be published in all languages in which the document subject to
the concern exists.

For questions, please contact the SciELO team at <publicacao@scielo.org> and
<etica@scielo.org>.
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