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This is an Open Access document distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 

License (CC-BY), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, 

provided the original work is properly. 



Searching for data in a research repository requires a strategic approach to ensure that the most 

relevant datasets are found efficiently. This guide aims to assist you in searching for datasets 

published in SciELO Data by using the available search tools, such as applying filters and interpreting 

metadata, in order to optimize your searches and help obtain more accurate results. 

 
Before depositing any data, consult the SciELO Data Terms and Conditions of Use. The video version 

of this guide is available on YouTube (Portuguese only). 

 

SciELO Data is SciELO's research data repository, which publishes data linked to articles that have 

been published or approved for publication in journals from the SciELO Collections and SciELO 

Preprints. 

 

In SciELO Data, data is structured within repositories, that is, in Dataverses of the journals of the 

SciELO Network, which contain the datasets linked to the publications. The journal repositories form 

the carousel on the home page, or can be displayed in a list by clicking on Dataverses Communities. 

 

 

 

1. Basic search  
 
On the SciELO Data home page (https://data.scielo.org/), change the language of the page to English 

by clicking on “Português” in the top right bar. 
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To search for a term in SciELO Data, use the search bar just below the carousel and enter the term 

you wish to search for. All SciELO Data datasets are related to an article published or approved for 

publication in a journal in the SciELO network.  
 
Among the search results, the searched term will be in bold. 

 
 

 

 

 

To filter your search, use the filters for publication year, subject, keyword or term and author name in 

the bar on the left. 
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Whenever you search, you can sort the search results alphabetically or chronologically by clicking 

“Sort”.  
 
Datasets are identified in search results by a blue border, while journal dataverses have an orange 

border and the journal logo as an image. 

 

 
 
2. Advanced Search  
 
For advanced searches, click the “Advanced Search” button next to the search bar.  
 
On the new screen, you will be able to search for terms found on the journal pages (Dataverse 

Communities), in dataset metadata, and in file metadata. 
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To learn more about each field, hover your mouse over the question mark icon for a detailed 

description.  
 
3. Search with Boolean Operators  
As a search strategy, SciELO Data allows the use of Boolean codes. These codes are words that tell 

the search engine how to combine keywords to return more accurate results. 

 

As a practical example: if we want to retrieve the results of all data sets that have the word 

“Amazônia” or its English translation, “Amazon”, we use the boolean code OR. 

 

 
 

[version May 2025]          5 



In turn, the Boolean operator AND delimits the search, forcing the results to have more than one 

term present. 
 

Finally, the Boolean operator NOT includes the first keyword in the search and excludes the second. 

For example, Amazonian NOT Brazil. 

 

Remember to always type boolean codes in capital letters. 
 

Note: The search terms may be part of the metadata, so they won’t always be visible in the dataset 

summary shown in the search results. However, the searched term may be found by accessing the 

dataset, under the “Metadata” tab. 

 

4. Searching Journal Dataverse  
 
It is also possible to search for datasets from a specific journal. To do so, type the full title or part of 

the journal's title in the search bar. Click on the search result with the orange border to access the 

Dataverse corresponding to that journal. 
 

 

 

When clicking on the journal repository, search results performed within this new search box will 

retrieve journal-specific datasets. 

 

Not all SciELO journals and collections already have Dataverse. If you cannot find the Dataverse for 

the journal you are looking for, please contact us using the “Support” button on the top bar or by 

writing to data@scielo.org. 

 

 
5. Downloading the citation and dataset  
When you find the data you are interested in, click on its title or icon.  
 
On the page that opens, you will see the citation with DOI for this dataset in the blue square. You can 

download the citation by clicking on “Cite the dataset” and selecting the desired format.  

[version May 2025]          6 

mailto:data@scielo.org


 
 
Whenever you use datasets in your research, cite them in accordance with the rules of the journal to 

which you will submit your manuscript.  
 
Below this information, you will find the files that make up the datasets, which can be downloaded 

individually or together. To download, click on “Download” and choose the format from the options.  
 

 
 
The other tabs display the dataset metadata, the license of use and terms of access if applicable, and 

the dataset version information. If you need to contact the author, on the dataset home page, there 

is a “Contact Owner” button.  
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