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<div class="article-wrap">
<div id="article-introduction">
<h1>The virtue of 'science by numbers'</h1>
<h4>By David Dickson</h4>
</div>
<br />
<br />
<div id="article-body"><P><B>Measuring scientific productivity by tracking the publication 
record of researchers is widely acknowledged to be hazardous and imperfect. But, like the 
peer review process, nothing better has yet been devised.<BR></B><BR>What’s the best 
way to measure a scientist’s productivity? Certainly not by the currently favoured system of 
counting the number of scientific papers that he or she has published, adjusting the weight 
given to each according to the profile of the journal in which it appears, and then adding up the 
total. Reducing science to this type of numbers game ignores the many other ways in which 
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